














MONTPELLIER VILLA
Montpelier Villa FC were formed as a men’s team playing in the Brighton Hove & District Division 6 in 1991 
when Gary Pleece, Mark Burletson, Franklin Barrett and Miles Jefcoate sat nursing pints and discussed 
setting up a new football club in the Lion and Lobster pub, Brighton, back in 1991. Little did they know that 
one day that the club would scale the heights to the Southern Combination County League Division One.
And yet, here we are today…

The name, Montpelier Villa, came about when the aforementioned infamous four were living in bedsits and 
flats around the Montpelier area of Brighton. Legend has it that they took a drunken stroll one evening and 
looked longingly at the houses in the millionaire row that is, Montpelier Villas. They then decided to take 
off the ‘S’ from that road’s name and congratulated themselves on their wit and a new Brighton League 
Division Six team was born.

It’s been a long, exciting, and sometime arduous journey and, like B&H Albion, their former near neighbours 
across the motorway, they have spent their own years in the wilderness [or, more precisely, Waterhall]. 
They can now proudly say that they dine at the same table as many other prestigious Sussex clubs.

Villa have won several titles over the years, the last of which was in 2012, until as recently as May 2021 
when they lifted the inaugural SCFL Div 2 Supplementary Cup, beating Rustington 5-1.

The club moved to the Sussex County Football League Division 3 (Later to be renamed Southern Combi-
nation Football League Div 2) in 2015, with the impressive facilities at the University of Sussex allowing 
for progression into Intermediate Football. In 2017, then chairman Gary Pleece met with current first team 
manager Kevin Green, to discuss the vision he had for Villa and the plans he wanted to put in place to take 
the club forward into senior football and beyond. In fact, the first question he asked him when they met



was how far he wanted to take the club and his answer was the Premier League!

When Kevin joined the club, although they were competing in the Southern Combination League, there 
was still a bit of a park football mentality. With Kevin’s previous experience managing a professional 
academy in Spain, there came a new sense of professionalism within the club. There were a few youth 
teams playing in different leagues & age groups but there was no real connection between the youth & 
senior teams. Villa have worked incredibly hard over recent years to make things more professional and to 
create a clear pathway between the youth teams all the way to the first team and playing in ‘the Villa Way’ 
throughout the club; a progressive passing game, with a focus on attacking.

The club currently operates mens 1st team, U23s & U18s playing in the SCFL based at SCFA HQ, Culver Road, 
Lancing. 

A womens team playing in the SCWGFL Premier Division (Step 7), based at Falmer Sports Complex.
2x Vets teams playing in the Mid Sussex League, based at Falmer Sports Complex.
Various Youth teams and a Wildcats Centre which are also based at Falmer Sports Complex.

Club Honours
91/92 BHDFL Division 6
93/94 BHDFL Division 4, Hove & Worthing cup 
94/95 BHDFL Division 2, AW Bridle Trophy Winners
95/96 BHDFL Division 1, Supplementary Trophy
94/95 BHDFL Junior club of the year 
95/96 BHDFL Intermediate Club of the Year
10/11 BHDFL Premier League Champions
11/12 BHDFL Premier League Champions
20/21 SCFL Div 2 Supplementary Cup
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