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GAFFERS NOTES
Good Afternoon everyone,

Welcome back to Meadowbank for our B teams first home game of the 
season.

I would like to welcome our opponents Selsey and their supporters, we 
hope you enjoy the fixture and best of luck for the game.

Firstly, a huge thank you to everyone at the club for their welcome to all 
of us in the management team and making us feel so apart of this amaz-
ing club in a short space of time, and a personal thank you to Marc White, 
Kris Lea and Jordan Clark for their trust in myself to take the reigns of 
this team.

Joining me in the dugout this season will be Jamie Barratt (Assistant 
Manager), Ruben Gaspar (Head Coach), Lucy Robson (Sports Scientist). 
We also have two external members of the team who you will see around 
from time to time, Alfie Davis (Opposition Scout) and Jay Young (Analyst). I 
can’t thank these guys enough for their relentless efforts over pre sea-
son to help me with building a very talented side. 

Pre season has been a very challenging and exciting period. A number 
of players moved on from the club, so there has been a slight rebuild to 
compliment the players who will remain with us. We feel we have built a 
hugely talented side, mixed with plenty of academy players which our 
fans will enjoy watching. 



We had a mixed pre season in terms of results, but the performances 
were always good and the effort from the players was exceptional. I 
recall two of our best performances which included games against Ep-
som & Ewell and Raynes Park Vale. I recall two of our best performances 
which included games against Epsom & Ewell and Raynes Park Vale. 

We started our season last week away to Worthing United, in what was a 
tricky fixture to start with especially as we tasted defeat their last sea-
son. We came away with a convincing 4-0 result, goals from Josh Bohui 
(2), Sekou Toure and an own goal gave us all 3 points in what was a su-
perb performance. A huge shout out to Callum Backhurst, who played his 
first game in goal for us since joining, keeping a clean sheet and saving a 
penalty in the process. 

The performance and result has given us a great platform to build some 
momentum this month, which we hope can give us a good chance of hav-
ing a successful season. This is a young side, but a side who are deter-
mined to be successful and have no fear. We look forward to our first of 3 
home games in a row today and we hope you all enjoy it.

Thank you
Rhys Barker







SELSEY FC
Selsey Football Club was formed in 1903 and played at various grounds before setting up home at the 
High Street Ground in the late 1940s. Selsey were a formidable force in the West Sussex Football League 
and dominated the league in the 1950s. Their record in the West Sussex Football League before applying 
for promotion to the Sussex County Football League was the envy of many around. They won Division 
One on six occasions in 1937/38, 1954/55, 1956/57, 1957/58, 1958/59 and 1960/61, together with the Malcolm 
Simmonds Memorial Cup on four occasions in 1955/56, 1956/57, 1957/58 and 1958/59. They also added the 
Sussex County FA Intermediate Cup trophy to their haul in 1958/59.

The club then enjoyed its longest spell in Division One, a period of eight years. It then had its most suc-
cessful time, when Danny Hinshelwood took control of the club in 2000. Season 2001/02 saw them win the 
SCFA RUR Cup and the following year saw them lift the John O’Hara League Cup. In 2000/01 and 2001/02 the 
club finished 4th on both occasions, their highest finish to date. Problems behind the scenes at the club, 
however, saw them start the 2003/04 amongst the favourites for relegation. The annual curtain-raiser - 
The Norman Wingate Trophy - did little to dispel those feelings, as Whitehawk thumped a woeful Selsey 
side 6-1. The remainder of the season followed suit as Selsey were relegated to Division Two.

Selsey’s 2012/13 season saw some highs and lows. League wins at Hassocks and Redhill were the pick 
of the bunch and an emphatic 4-0 thumping of Rye Utd avenged the cup final defeat from the previous 
season. A total of eleven league wins and twelve draws saw Selsey finish 18th in the league, only avoiding 
relegation by four points.



The following season started with great enthusiasm and optimism. Ex Brighton and Hove Albion favourite 
Adam Hinshelwood was in charge of the side and things looked good for the new campaign. However, a 
far from bright start saw Selsey draw their first game and lose their next three before beating local rivals 
Chichester 2-1 at home in the league. Early exits were recorded in the FA Cup and FA Vase and their league 
form was inconsistent. This form led to Hinshelwood resigning as Manager when they lost away to 2nd 
Division outfit Broadbridge Heath in the SCFA RUR Cup. Ryan Pharo took over the hot-seat and stabilized 
the ship, recording notable victories against Pagham and Hassocks. Pharo’s rein at the Club however was 
short-lived and he was removed from his post in March. The Club decided to take on a Youth policy and 
needed to promote from within. Steve Bailey was promoted to the position of Manager and with half the 
first team squad leaving the Club it was a difficult end to the season. They lost seven of their last eight 
matches only winning the last game of the season at home to Lingfield 3-2. This win secured their place in 
Division One for another term.

The 2014-15 Season proved to be a very difficult time for the Club. The first team struggled in the league 
and never looked like holding onto their position in Division One. They ended the season in bottom place 
with only eleven points to their name which meant relegation to the newly formed Southern Combination 
Football League. Their cup exploits did not fare any better with defeats in the first round of each competi-
tion.

The 2015-16 season again proved to be tough for Steve Baileys’ side. It took until the second week in Octo-
ber before they recorded their first league victory. (The first game of the season was awarded to Selsey 
when Saltdean Utd FC was unable to raise a team). Early Cup wins in the Peter Bentley Cup and Division 
One Cup were an improvement on the previous term, but unfortunately the side went out of these com-
petitions before any silverware came their way. For the third season running Selsey were either, already 
relegated, or needing a result on the last day of the season, to ensure they did not end up in the bottom 
three. A 1-1 draw at home to Southwick was sufficient for the team to retain its Division One status and plan 
for the season ahead.

2016-17 saw an improvement in the league and Selsey finished in a respectable 7th position with 53 points. 
Again, there were early exits in the cup competitions but some good performances throughout the season, 
suggested the Club was heading in the right direction.
Much was expected in season 2017-18, but Selsey were unable to improve upon the previous season’s 
finish. They maintained a mid-table position when they finished 9th on 47 points. The side fared no better 
in the cup competitions and the season ended up a bit of a disappointment. It was at the end of this sea-
son that a managerial change was made. Steve Bailey was replaced by ex-player Daren Pearce, who had 
previously been in charge at near-neighbours Sidlesham FC.

2018-19 saw an immediate improvement and the 1st team ended up in 5th position with 66 points. The Na-
tional and County cup competitions were not favourable to Selsey and interest in these, was again, lost in 
the early rounds. However, the U18s were dominant in the league. They not only won the U18 West Division, 
but they also won the SCFL Champions of Champions final. Things looked very bright for the club moving 
forward.
The next two seasons were disrupted by the COVID-19 pandemic. Season 2019-20 was terminated in March 
2020 and, whilst season 2020-21 got under way, it, also, was not concluded.

Fortunately, a lot of the COVID-19 restrictions were lifted for the commencement of the 2021-22 season and 
this started on Saturday 31st July. 



Please turn to the back page of this programme to read about The Stonegate Foundation...
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ADMIN@STONEGATEFOUNDATION.CO.UK
01306 884 277
WWW.STONEGATEFOUNDATION.CO.UK

CAN YOU HELP US TODAY TO 
SUPPORT SOME AMAZING 

CHARITIES?SCAN THE QR CODE 
BELOW TO DONATE
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